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Preface

The rise of more egalitarian attitudes towards the role of women and men, documented in
this book, the transformation of lifestyles, families, the work place, and the public sphere, has
been experienced as part of our lives during the last quarter century. Both of us started to explore
these trends many years ago; an integral part of The Silent Revolution (1977) was concerned to
explain the underlying causes of all the social movements and new politics fermenting among the
younger generations in North America and Western Europe, including the rise of
environmentalists, civil rights in America, the counter-culture community groups, and the second
wave women’s movement. A decade later, Politics and Sexual Equality (1987) took up the issues
of how women’s lives were being transformed in Western nations, and what caused the
substantial disparities in economic resources and political power. Subsequent work by both of us
has returned to these themes on many occasions, but given all the substantial political
developments and social changes that have occurred during recent decades it seemed time for a
more direct comparison of the state of gender equality around the world, both in terms of causes
and consequences.

This book owes many debts to friends and colleagues. Some preliminary ideas were first
sketched out in articles published in the International Political Science Review and the Journal of
Democracy. The theme of the book received encouragement in conversations over the years with
many colleagues including Jane Bayes, Karen Beckwith, Victoria Budson, Ivor Crewe, Mark
Franklin, Peter Hall, Swanee Hunt, Jane Jacquette, Jyette Klytte, Elaine Kamarck, Joni
Lovenduski, Jane Mansbridge, Wilma Rule, Gina Sapiro, Aili Tripp, and Sharon Wolchik. We are
also most grateful to all those who went out of their way to provide feedback on initial ideas, or to
read through draft chapters and provide chapter-and-verse comments, especially Karen
Beckwith. The support of Cambridge University Press has proved invaluable, particularly the help
of our editor, Lew Bateman.

The analysis draws upon a unique data-base the World Values Survey (WVS) and the
European Values Surveys (EVS). These surveys provide data from more than 70 societies
containing over 80 per cent of the world's population and covering the full range of variation, from
societies with per capita incomes as low as $300 per year, to societies with per capita incomes
one hundred times that high; and from long-established democracies with market economies, to
authoritarian states and ex-socialist states. We owe a large debt of gratitude to the following
WVS and EVS participants for creating and sharing this invaluable dataset: Anthony M. Abela,
Q.K. Ahmad, Rasa Alishauskene,Helmut Anheier, W.A. Arts, Jose Arocena, Soo Young Auh,
Taghi Azadarmaki, Ljiljana Bacevic, Miguel Basanez, Olga Balakireva, Josip Balobn, Elena
Bashkirova, Abdallah Bedaida, Jorge Benitez, Jaak Billiet, Alan Black, Rahma Bourquia, Ammar
Boukhedir, Fares al Braizat, Augustin Canzani, Marita Carballo, Henrique Carlos de O. de Castro,
Pi-Chao Chen, Pavel Campeanu, Pradeep Chhibber, Mark F. Chingono, Hei-yuan Chiu, Margit
Cleveland, Andrew P. Davidson, Juan Diez Nicolas, Jaime Diez Medrano, Herman De Dijn, Karel
Dobbelaere, Peter J.D. Drenth, Javier Elzo, Yilmaz Esmer, P. Estgen, T. Fahey, Nadjematul
Faizah, Georgy Fotev, James Georgas, C. Geppaart, Renzo Gubert, Linda Luz Guerrero, Peter
Gundelach, Jacques Hagenaars, Loek Halman, Sang-Jin Han, Mustafa Hamarneh, Stephen
Harding, Mari Harris, Bernadette C. Hayes, Camilo Herrera, Virginia Hodgkinson, Nadra
Kania, Fridrik Jonsson, Stanislovas Juknevicius, Jan Kerkhofs SJ, Johann Kinghorn, Zuzana
Kusa, M. Legrand, Noah Lewin-Epstein, Ola Listhaug, Hans Dieter Klingemann, Hennie Kotze,
Noah Lewin-Epstein, Marta Lagos, Bernard Lategan, Dr Abdel-Hamid Abdel-Latif, Dr. Carlos
Lemoine, Jin-yun Liu, Brina Malnar, Mahar Mangahas, Mario Marinov ,Felipe Miranda, Robert B.
Mattes, Carlos Matheus, Mansoor Moaddel, Jose Molina, Rafael Mendizabal, Alejandro Moreno,
Gaspar K. Munishi, Elone Nwabuzor, Neil Nevitte, F.A. Orizo, Dragomir Pantic, Juhani Pehkonen,
Paul Perry, Thorleif Pettersson, Pham Thanh Nghi, Pham Minh Hac, Gevork Pogosian, Bi
Puranen, Ladislav Rabusic, Angel Rivera-Ortiz, Catalina Romero, David Rotman, Dr. Rajab
Sattarov, Sandeep Shastri, Shen Mingming, Renata Siemienska, John Sudarsky, Tan Ern Ser,
Faroog Tanwir, Jean-Francois Tchernia, Kareem Tejumola, Larissa Titarenko, Miklos Tomka,
Alfredo Torres, Niko Tos, Jorge Vala, Andrei Vardomatskii, Malina Voicu,Alan W ebster, Friedrich
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Welsch, Christian Welzel, Toru Takahashi, Ephraim Yuchtman-Yaar, Brigita Zepa, Josefina
Zaiter, and P. Zulehner.

For more information about the World Values Survey, see the WVS web sites
http://wvs.isr.umich.edu/ and http://www.worldvaluessurvey.com. The European surveys used
here were gathered by the European Values Survey group (EVS). For detailed EVS findings,
see Loek Halman, The European Values Study: A Sourcebook Based on the 1999/2000
European Values Study Surveys. Tilburg: EVS, Tilburg University Press, 2001. For more
information, see the EVS website, http://evs.kub.nl. We thank Karen Long for assistance in
cleaning and coding the WVS. We would also like to thank the panel discussants and colleagues
who commented as draft papers were presented at professional meetings and seminars,
including the International Political Science Association meeting in Quebec in 2000, the American
Political Science Assaociation annual meeting in 1998, the Gender, Politics and Society group at
the Minda de Gunzberg Center for European Studies, and the Women and Public Policy Program
at the John F. Kennedy School of Government. Lastly this book would not have been possible
without the encouragement and stimulation provided by many colleagues and students at the
John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University and the Department of Political
Science and the Institute for Social Research at the University of Michigan.

Cambridge, Massachusetts and Ann Arbor, Michigan, May 2002



